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 With only eight days remaining in our school year, students and teachers are 

beginning the transition to summer break.  Instruction and assessments are 

interspersed with end-of-the-year activities, such as Field Day, held this past 

Thursday, which was an overwhelming success.  Other popular events to come are 

the Talent Show, Yearbook Signing, and classroom parties for both grades, and the 

Family Picnics and Kickball Game for fifth graders who will leave SBS for BCMS, or 

other middle schools.   

  

Instruction in math for both fourth and fifth grade students has been 

focused on guiding students to apply the skills and concepts they have learned to 

solve real world problems such as those in Unit 8 of the Everyday Math (EM) 

program.  Recent assessments have included the NWEA MAP screening 

assessments in math, reading, and language usage, and EM Unit Tests, Cumulative 

Tests, and the End-of-the-Year Test.   

 

 Summer break is a welcomed time to relax with family and friends and do 

the many summertime activities we always look forward to doing.  It is a time for 

both students and teachers to re-charge our batteries.  It is a time when many of 

us read the books on our list that we may not have had the time to read during the 

school year.  This is a pleasurable activity for many but not all of our students.   

 

Research indicates that students who do not continue to read, write, or do 

math over the summer experience the “summer slide,” the tendency for students 

to lose some of the achievement gains they made during the previous school year.   

To access our summer reading program, tips for reading and writing, and a list of 

books for fourth and fifth graders, click on “Summer Reading Grade 4-5” under 

the “Parents” portal of the SBS website.  To keep current with math skills, visit 

www.commoncoresheets.com, then, choose the grade and common core standard 

you wish to have your child practice.  For students going into sixth grade, click on 

“Summer Work Packet – BCMS Grade 5” under the “Parents” portal of the SBS 

website.  This will direct you to the Branchburg Central Middle School website 

where you can access both the summer reading and math packets.   

 

We, in Instructional Support, have enjoyed working with your children this 

past school year!  Have a great summer! 

http://www.commoncoresheets.com/

